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Return Bulletins to: 

Dusty Rocks 

P.O. Box 1803 

Klamath Falls OR 97601 

First Class Mail ~ Time Dated Material 
Bulletin article submissions or inquiries, contact Editors, see page 2.   

Address change or questions, contact Mike Hard at Michael.hard@live.com 
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Committee Chairs 

Sunshine…………….....……....Chris Chance 
Program…………….…...….….Kristin Sayles 
Greeter/Door Prize…...…. 
Refreshments…………………..Chris Chance 
Historian……….…...…....….…Don Perryman 
Librarian…….........…….…….. 
Claims Rep……...…….……..Garwin Carlson 
Field Trips….........……….…….. 
Black Light Display…..……,Marshall Curran 
Show Chair 2020…,..................Denise Hard 
Asst Show Chair…………...… 
Safety Officer………...….……….Laura Limb     

 
President:                   Doris  Newnham 
541-274-0580 
4737 Alva Ave. 
Klamath Falls OR, 97603 
  
Vice President:          Denise Hard 
541-331-1378 
3423 Altamont Dr.   
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
 
Secretary/recorder:   Kristin Sayles 
541-539-1452 
11597 Spring Lake Rd 
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
   
Treasurer:                  Mike Hard 
541-331-1378  
3423 Altamont Dr. 
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
 
NFMS Director:           Kathi Milem   
3333 Anderson #3   
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
NFMS Delegate:          Alyssa Carnes 

Member @ Large:        Leah Stump 

www.klamathrockclub.org  
 Webmaster Denise Sebastian, 

nicee1214@gmail.com  

Send your items for sale, photos, adven-
tures, etc  to newsletter editors 

stroopemail@gmail.com or  
chancechristing66@gmail.com 

 OFFICERS & EXECUTIVE BOARD  
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Rock and Arrowhead Club Meetings are held 

at the Klamath County Museum Meeting Room – 

Main & Spring Streets, using the West entrance  

  

Meetings are held on the 2nd 

Monday of each month at 7:00 pm 

with the exception of December when we have our 

Christmas Luncheon and Party and after the March 

show, when the meeting is held on Tuesday, except 

this year, 2020 
 

 

Visitors are cordially invited to      

all meetings.   To join: 
Dues are $13.50 per year for singles,  

$25 for couples $30 families  

The club mailing address is: 
PO Box 1803, Klamath Falls OR  97601 

 

General Objectives of the Club: 
To promote popular interest, knowledge and 

understanding in the various earth sciences, as 

in Geology, Mineralogy, Paleontology and  

Lapidary and other related subjects.  To sponsor 

and provide means of coordinating the work and 

efforts of all persons interested therein. 
 

 

Helping Others: 
The club participates in the NFMS stamp  

program, saving large commemoratives, airmail, 

pre-canceled,  and foreign  stamps of all 

values.  Proceeds from stamp sales will be used 

to benefit any charity deemed worthy by the 

NFMS Endowment Fund. 

 
All contents Copyright © 2013-2019 All rights 
reserved. No part of this document or the related files 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, by any 
means without the prior permission of the Rock and 
Arrowhead Club. Permission is hereby given to non-
Commercial and not-for profit groups or persons to 
copy, forward or otherwise share this publication for 
educational and informational purposes. 

We are affiliated with 
➢       Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
➢       American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

 

Newsletter Editors 
Chris Chance 541-891-3608 

& Linda Stroope 503-393-

5025 

THE NORTHWEST NEWSLETTER is published 11 times a year.  
 Copies are sent to each member’s household.  The cost is included in your annual dues. 

  
Two free copies of the AFMS NEWSLETTER are mailed to each member club.   

Subscriptions are available at $3.50 for 9 issues. Send payment to:  
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

PO Box 26523 Oklahoma City, Ok. 73126 
 
 
 
                            
 
 

Visit Us At www.klamathrockclub.org  Contact Webmaster Denise Sebastian 
nicee1214@gmail.com for anything relating to our website 

Please e-mail Mike Hard Michael.hard@live.com to join & get on our email list. 
Reference to use of arrowheads within our club is limited to flint napping activities during workshops, annual shows and 

personal creations. No gathering of arrowheads on field trips is authorized or suggested by any club members.  
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NEXT Regular Meeting 

Hopefully Monday May 11, 7pm but probably to 
be cancelled.  We will follow the Governor’s    

recommendations/orders.  

If a May meeting:  treats  Marshall Curran 

April 13 meeting cancelled due to Covid 19     

Table of Contents: 
Officers                      pg 2 

 

President’s msg        pg 3 

 

Dues due                    pg 4 

 

From the Federation 

April newsletter        pg 5 

 

2020 Treats List        pg 6 

 

April Birthstone       pg 7 

 

Rock ID Feebie         pg 8 

 

Virus musings           pg 9 

 

Gem cleaning chart  pg 10 

 

Upcoming Shows      pg  12 

 

Editor’s report          pg 13 

     

 

Happy Birthday  

 
 

 
 
 

Marion Cook 
Larry Phillips 

Bee Skog 
 
 
 
 

If we’ve missed you it’s because our master 
list lacks your info. Help us update it, thanks!         

     Please contact Mike Hard 

 

 

                        
 

 

                

 

 Hello members, 

With current virus restrictions in  place at least until 
April 14, we won’t be having an April meeting (regularly 
scheduled for the 13th).   

I am sorry our show didn’t go on but we should be able to have it 
next year.  Think about our fall show.  Hopefully we can do it 
then. 

With the weather we are having it might be a good idea to get 
out and do a little rock hunting. Hopefully that can take some of 
the virus situation off your mind.  Since the Warner Mt obsidian 
area is closed, maybe think about going to Tuledad or McDer-
mitt. Have a good attitude and be happy. 

Thanks, Doris 

From  

Unearthed 

Comics 
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DUES  dues  DUES DUES DUES 

Based on a membership vote last fall, it was decided that since so many members re-
new at the show and that we gain new members each March, that the annual mem-
bership dues would now be due in MARCH.  If you paid in the fall, we thank you.   

This will be the last newsletter you will receive if we’ve not received your dues by ap-
prox the 3rd week in April, when the master list will be updated and forwarded to the 
newsletter staff/printer for the May newsletter.   

If not, please send in your dues asap to ensure continued receipt of the 
newsletter and maintain your membership.  Please refer to page 2 for the $ 
amounts for each category.   

Dues should be mailed to RAC, PO Box 1803 as noted on the cover of this newsletter. 

From a new book authored by a member of the Rock Seeker community, titled Mama Rae’s 
Rocks  and Rhymes, author Suzette Rae Fell Buhr writes:  

“Raised in a family of rockhounds in the 1960’s, my parents, along with my 
sister and I, traveled and rock hunted as kids. I totally loved it. The fresh 
air, playing in the dirt, and finding amazing treasures!” 
 
The book is available on Amazon and is described on their website as follows: 

Welcome gem collectors, students, and rockhounds, ages 5 to 109, this book is filled with 120 

poems, for you to ponder and keep in mind. It includes a variety of rocks, gems, and minerals 

with poetry from A to Z, along with over 700 photos celebrating these stone, for you to enjoy on 

this rock hunting spree! These Earth Science fun facts and historic treasures use the STEAM 

approach (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) to enrich the learning experi-

ence. The creative writing in this book cherishes the likes of Shakespeare, Dr. Seuss, and 

Langston Hughes. While it’s geared towards High School students, anyone on a quest to learn 

can enjoy the gem and mineral photographs and become enriched with its treasures through 

poetry.  

RockSeeker.com is a reader supported site.  

They have tons of articles, gifts ideas,  equip-

ment assessments, book recommendations on 

many subjects, outings and “where to find”, 

rock tumbling, fossils, you name it!  A wonder-

ful site to explore.  There is also a Rock Seeker 

Facebook Group if you’re a social    media per-

son.   
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From the April Federation Newsletter: 

From Jennifer Haley, the OR State Director for the ALAA (American Lands Access 

Assn, Inc  amlands.org) 

New~ ALAA Recommendation to All AFMS Federations & Your Societies We are 

encouraging you to work closely with your societies to create a display case of the 

rocks, gems, minerals, and fossils of the closed collecting sites in your territory due 

to public lands regulation, and to display the case(s) at your annual shows and con-

ventions, and at the local society shows whenever possible. If every federation 

would show a representation of this, it will make a big impression on your members 

to become more collectively involved in protecting your current field trip areas now 

and for the future. Take photos of the material along with identifying it and note 

where the collecting site was. Include this information in your federation and society 

newsletter issues. ALAA would like to have this information for it’s database, web-

site and newsletters, and for articles in the AFMS newsletters. Let’s get Rock’N on 

this project so we can keep on Rock’N our collecting sites.  

THE BLM IS ON THE MOVE The Bureau of Land Management is moving its Wash-

ington, DC office to Grand Junction, Colorado. The exact time frame of the move is 

not known at this time. Check on the BLM Website for more information. This will 

make contacting the main BLM Office easier for the Recreational Rock-

hound.Another BLM move is the California Desert District office is moving from its 

Moreno Valley, CA location to a new office in Palm Springs, CA.NB: The BLM man-

ages one in every 10 acres of land in the United States, and approximately 30 per-

cent of the Nation’s minerals. These lands and minerals are found in every state in 

the country and encompass forests, mountains, rangelands, arctic tundra, and de-

serts. To see specific goals, go to https://www.blm.gov/about/whatwe-

manageArticles appear here thanks to the ALAA Newsletter, First Quarter 2020 

 

Members, this is something we are fully capable of doing, over time, and should.  

ALSO, see www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/getinv_rac_orwa_racboundarymap.pdf 

Translation:  RAC is the acronym for Resource Advisory Councils of the BLM. They 

need our input .  Without our input about the value of our unique historical American 

recreation when it’s needed to protect your collecting sites and educational field 

trips areas, the councils can’t forward your insight and information to the BLM who 

will in turn use that information in the various stages of developing their planning.  

The website noted above is the boundary map for all the state’s current RAC’s.  
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2020 RAC Meetings Treat List 
 
 
 January  Marolyn & Ken Davis 
 
    
  
 February  Leah Stump  
    Cheryl Lee      
 
 
 March   Peggy Bieler       
   
          
 
 April CANCELLED  Chris & Sam Chance  
     541-882-7125 
 
        
  
 May LIKELY  Marshall Curran  
  CANCELLED 
 
 June   Robert & Linda Stroope  
    
 
 July   Ashley Mora 
 
    
 August   Kurt & Toni Phillips 
 
 
 September  Tom & Cheryl Endicott 
    Jerry Anderson 
 
 
 October  Cindy Sheridan 
 
 
 November  Kathi Milem 
 
 

Avail from Café 

Press 
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April Birthstone 

As with all months, there are several choices other than solely the familiar “diamond”.   
Arguably the most popular gemstone on earth, diamond is the modern birthstone for 
April, both in the United States and in Britain, as well as in India. The gemstone was 
likewise traditionally recognized as the April birthstone, and was in fact designated as 
the birthstone of April in the old Polish and ancient Hindu (Ayurvedic) calendar. Before 
the gemstone landed on these calendars as the gemstone for April, diamond was a zodiac 
stone for Aries, which falls partly on the month of April.  

Diamond is the hardest gemstone on earth, and remains one of the most expensive. Its 
reliably high value keeps this stone of April in the modern list of precious stones. While 
occurring in a variety of colors, the April gemstone is most popular as the clear, bright 
white diamond. The April stone is believed to bring good luck, protecting its wearer from 
misfortune.  

Besides diamond, sapphire is the traditional birthstone for April. The gemstone was the 
April birthstone in the old Roman, Italian, Russian, Hebrew and Arabic calendar. Before 
sapphire became the birthstone of April in these ancient calendars, the gemstone was 
the main zodiac stone for Taurus, which falls partly on the month of April. 

This April gemstone is a precious variety of corundum, which when red is called ruby. 
While occurring in a variety of colors — ranging from pink, orange, yellow, white to black 
— sapphire is most popular in its blue color, which makes the name sapphire synonymous 
to a brilliant blue. The April stone is believed to bring inner peace and spiritual enlight-
enment. 

Beside diamond, clear quartz, also known as rock crystal, has also been designated in 
Britain to a birthstone for April. The rationale seems rather simple: Rock crystal is clear 
as diamond is clear. Indeed, clear quartz provides a less expensive alternative for an 
April birthstone to diamond. This new April stone is the colorless variety of quartz, 
which when yellow is called citrine, and when violet amethyst. The April gemstone is    
believed to bring happiness.  

Lastly, Opal is the birthstone for April in the old Tibetan calendar. This April birthstone 
occurs in a variety of colors, and is popular for its multi-colored fire that shines against 
a certain body tone, which ranges from white, blue, to black, black being the most ex-
pensive of the precious opal. The Romans held this birthstone of April to be a symbol of 
hope and purity.  

Thank you     

Unearthed   

Comics 

https://kamayojewelry.com/gemstone-colors/precious-stones-names/
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From Enjoy Teaching with Brenda Kovich 



RAC Newsletter  April 2020, Volume 60, Issue 4 

9 

How is the virus pandemic affecting you? 

Let’s be honest—many, if not most of our members are of social security age so we aren’t in im-
mediate danger of losing our incomes, like so many, though clearly investment accounts are suf-
fering.  If you’re in this fairly financially protected group, do what you can to help others keep 
their jobs by getting restaurant take out, donating to the Food Bank and helping health care 
workers by observing safe behaviors and not adding to over-filled medical facilities.  I don’t want 
carelessness on my part to mean someone with heart ailments, strokes or pneumonia aren’t get-
ting a bed I shouldn’t be occupying.   If you’re a retiree like me, realize that we are the lucky 
ones.  SO many people in my neighborhood are out of work or at least suffering reduced hours.  
How are they going to keep their homes?  Evidently few Americans have the emergency funds 
they need to survive without even 2 months of income.   I do have faith the stock market will re-
bound, eventually.  Lastly, the governor (and our President) is telling us to “stay home” but tak-
ing a trip to the outback to pick up a rock or two isn’t anything like crowding the beaches!  I 
think we can take advantage of decent gas prices, practice social distancing AND grab some 
rocks, right? 

Good vs Bad about the Virus Restrictions 

Good: online shopping    Bad:  online shopping 

Good:  more time at home, more cooking  Bad:   more baking 

Good:  more thorough housecleaning  Bad:   feeling I should, but guilty about not doing it! 

Good:  more walking for exercise   Bad: no exercise classes or open gyms coupled with
        more baking going on 

Good: dogs & kids mostly celebrating  Bad: trying to home school antsy kids 

Good: jobs on that ‘to do’ list are getting done! Bad: storing all that stuff you’ve now cleaned out,  
        since Goodwill, Treasures & the Mission stores  
        are closed 

Good: binge watching Amazon & Netflix   Bad: binge watching Amazon, Netflix while enjoying
        that increased baking    

Two shout outs: 

COSTCO our daughter & family were recently at ‘their’ Costco, Olympia, 
WA.  They personally observed Costco employees removing goods the pur-
chasers were attempting to “hoard” and escorting those buyers out the 
door!   The kids also had a pizza delivered the other night….along with the 
pizza came a roll of TP with a note “we’ll roll with you through this”.  

Alaska Airlines   I had tickets for travel to Spokane for May.  Only 2 
hours in the air but 3 airports involved and WAY too much waiting time & 
germ exposure.  Yesterday with one quick phone call they returned the 
Alaska Air miles and cash I’d used to purchase those tickets, no questions 
asked.  Alaska is the only airline for this family & has been for years. 
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Members, is this a resource that we may wish to consider purchasing, 
as a club?   Has anyone seen or used this?  Tom E, I’m thinking you 
might own or have used this?  If so, your input would be appreciated! 
Perhaps this could help us identify some new places to explore.   
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It’s Showtime! 

As with our show, all shows listed below are subject to cancellation due to the Covid 
19 virus restrictions   We have attempted to include contact information for you... 

 

California    nothing posted at this time-all cancelled or postponed until further notice 

 
Oregon 
April 
24-26  Rogue Gem & Geology Club, Josephine Co Frgrds, Grants Pass 
  Call 541-415-1720 for status 
 
MAY 
2-3  Umpqua Gem & Mineral Club Show, Douglas Co Fgrds, Roseburg 
  Call Brooke 541-784-7515 for status  Best of luck in NOT having to cancel!  
 
16-17  Tall Man Rock Chippers   Lake County Fairgrounds, Lakeview 
  Call LeRoy 541-947-2925 for status 
 
3-24  Oregon Coast Agate Club show  National Guard Armory, Newport 
  No contact phone   website is coastagates.org 
JUNE 
6  Thundereggstravaganza!  Rice Museum, Hillsboro 
  Ricemuseumnorthwest.org 
 
12-14  Hines Obsidian Days, Hines City Park (not confirmed-no contact info) 
 
18-21  Prineville Rockhound Pow Wow,  Crook Co Fairgrounds 
  Ron  541-510-4750  so far, still on.  The RV park is taking res’s 6/1 & after 
 
25-28  All Rockhounds Pow Wow Club of America   71st annual show 
  Jefferson Co Fgrds, Madras   Larry Vess 253-473-3908 
 
Idaho  
MAY   
30-31  Coeur d’Alene Rock & Gem Show, Kootenai Co Fgrds, CDA 
  Mike Rose  208-659-6173 
 
Montana 
 
MAY 
15-17  Bitterroot Gem & Mineral Show, Ravalli County  
                   Fairgrounds, Hamilton 
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Editor’s Corner 

  

It is going to be hard for a bunch of rock hunters to sit at home. Now is the time 
for planning our field trips for the coming season. If you have the use of the 
Internet you will probably find somewhere to go every weekend. A group of us 
From Klamath Falls went to Prineville’s Pow Wow last year. It was a good trip, with 
Vendors and field trip which were well planned, plus the campground was well 
kept. Some rock hounds return to the same area just to meet their friends from 
year to year. If you have any questions about where to go and what to see, bring 
your concerns to a member or just at the meetings. We will not be beat, just go 
with the flow.    
 
[Note: as of 3/29 the Crook County RV park IS taking reservations for after June 1.  There 
is currently no info on the Prineville PowWow website about possible cancellation.  I’m 
sure they’re just taking a “wait & see” approach at this time. ] 
 
 
 

Chris Chance, co-editor        

email  chancechristine66@gmail.com 

 

 

Like everyone else, I’m so disappointed that our big show had to be cancelled.  That show 

is a money maker for the club.  I know that after the “stay home” restrictions are relaxed, 

we will be doing some camping.  Even with those restrictions, social distancing from one’s 

RV in the desert isn’t much of a stretch!   Gas prices are decent, at the moment, as well, 

thanks to oil wars between the Russians and Saudis.  We have a lot of elderly members in 

the club, whom I urge to take the warnings seriously.  Just today a doc from Sky Lakes ER 

thanked me for not going to visit my elderly father who’s in a senior facility here in town.  

Be careful when going out to the stores and wipe down your purchases, too.   

Apologies if this newsletter has too many ads.  I just wasn’t in the mood for serious re-

search and article writing.  If some of you have time to submit something, please! Do.   

Hoping we’ll be back to our normal meeting schedule in May, but seems unlikely if you    

listen to the experts.  If not, perhaps we’ll see you in Prineville in June.  Even if the Pow 

Wow is cancelled, the RV park will probably be open.  We’ll see! 

 

Linda Stroope, co-editor 

email    stroopemail@gmail.com 

 


